
Mock Presidential Debate Assessment Alignment 
Objective 
At the end of the MPD, 
what will learners be able 
to do? 

Assessment 
​How were learners assessed for 
mastery? 

Lessons 
How were learners guided through the objective? 

Demonstrate effective 
verbal and nonverbal 
public speaking strategies 
for political persuasion. 

Based on information from peer 
coaches before and critique feedback 
during the mock debate, mock 
candidates utilized public speaking 
strategies to maximize persuasion. 

- Receiving guided analysis of nonverbal meanings 
with pictures and clips from TV shows 
- Engaging in an interactive workshop with theater 
teacher on how to be an effective peer debate coach 
- Participating in competitive policy debates and gave 
feedback as a peer judge 

Evaluate the complexities, 
strengths, and 
weaknesses of the major 
policy issues facing the 
2016 Presidential 
election. 

Students crafted policy papers, 
presented information, and led strategy 
sessions with the  candidate teams, 
which were then utilized by mock 
candidates during the debate to 
articulate positions in response to 
moderator questions. 

-Analyzing peer research policy papers for critical 
question and answer sessions with candidate teams 
-Participating in an interactive workshop with 
Literature and Debate students 
- Developing debate strategies in how to productively 
engage in a substantive discussion of issues 

Organize and apply 
relevant rhetorical and 
persuasive strategies in 
order to translate 
information for teaching to 
various audiences. 
 

Students prepared learning activities 
and assessment rubrics for teaching 
rhetorical strategies and peer feedback 
and workshopping sessions to 
candidate teams and third grade 
students and demonstrated the 
application of these strategies via a 
public exhibition through political 
commercials shown during the debate. 

- Developing and teaching rhetorical strategies 
lessons for one another in preparation for teaching 
Comparative and 3rd grade 
- Leading and participating in macro- and micro-level 
peer review workshops on their own writing and 
revised guidelines for relevance to policy papers 
- Analyzing and evaluating the rhetorical strategies 
used in actual political ads 

 


