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cheryldespathy@gmail.com  •  (763) 370-3362 

Portfolio: www.cheryldespathy.com 
 

  SKILL HIGHLIGHTS 
     Instructional design and curriculum specialist seeking an opportunity to advance the quality of learning and  
     leadership in the private sector. 

§ 10+ years managing projects utilizing the ADDIE model for curriculum and instruction 
§ 8+ years as Canvas (LMS) administrator and online course developer 
§ Working knowledge of HTML, iMovie, Canva, Articulate Storyline, Slack, and Miro 
§ Google Certified Educator, Level 1 (2017-Present) 

 
  EXPERIENCE 
The Galloway School – Atlanta, Georgia        Aug. 2013 – Present 
Instructional Design Specialist, Center for Professional Growth and Learning (July 2022-Present)    

§ Oversees the curation of resources to articulate and demonstrate Galloway’s signature approach and 
pedagogical framework to teaching and learning 

§ Manage Danielson-based faculty evaluation process and instructional coaching support 
§ Design, facilitate, and evaluate asynchronous, hybrid, and synchronous objectives-based 

professional learning curriculum for faculty, including leader guides and assessment tools 
§ Assists faculty with the creation and implementation of engaging and innovative instructional 

strategies and curricula based on desired learning outcomes 
 
Assistant Director of Teaching & Learning (July 2019-June 2022)    

§ Organized and facilitated research-based strategic engagement meetings for academic leaders 
§ Documented, analyzed, and evaluated scope and sequence of PreK-12 curriculum 
§ Led annual onboarding and orientation program for new faculty and staff  

 
Learning & Instructional Designer (August 2015-June 2019) 

§ Created faculty evaluation tool, instructional coaching model, and faculty portfolio program 
§ Collaborated with subject matter experts to develop engaging training solutions for 120+ staff 
§ Founded cohort program and facilitated pilot programs on pedagogical strategies 
§ Managed learning space design renovation projects from analysis to evaluation in $130,000+ budget 

 
    Upper Learning Debate Instructor (August 2013-May 2022) 

§ Utilize non-graded continuous progress (mastery) model to develop personalized curriculum  
§ Evaluate and communicate learner progress with families and colleagues to discuss path for success 

 
Atlanta Urban Debate League – Atlanta, Georgia                           Aug. 2004 – May 2014 
     Curriculum Faculty, Community Activist Debate Program 

§ Consulted on curriculum for the National Debate Project Consortium’s Debate Across the 
Curriculum handbook aligning common core standards to debate-based learning 

§ Trained students from urban communities in small lab groups on argumentation and debate 
 

Mount Pisgah School – John’s Creek, Georgia                Aug. 2011 – July 2013 
     Upper School Social Studies Instructor 

 
Marist School – Atlanta, Georgia                 Aug. 2007 – Dec. 2010 
     Social Studies Teacher & Director of Debate and Speech 



 

 

EDUCATION  
Cornell University, Ithaca, New York            2017 

Certificate, Women in Leadership 
S.C. Johnson College of Business 

 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia            2016 

Master of Education, Learning Design and Technology: Instructional Design and Development 
Honors Graduate 
Capstone team project: “Implementing Effective Video Projects” 
IDD@UGA Spotlight Student (Summer 2015) 

 
Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia            2008 

Bachelor of Arts, Political Science and Women’s Studies 
Dean’s List Recipient & Senior 100 Honorary  
Delta Sigma Rho–Tau Kappa Alpha, Forensics Honor Society (Barkley Forum) 

 

RECENT PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
§ Leadership Institute – Global Online Academy, online (June 2022) 
§ Giving and Receiving Feedback – Folio Collaborative, online (January 2022) 
§ Ungrading Workshop – BIG Questions Institute, online (January 2022) 
§ Structuring Non-Linear Curriculum, Global Online Academy, online (August 2021) 
§ Presenter: Charting a Path of Alignment for K-12 Continuity, CourseTune Camp, online (July 2021) 
§ Creating Cultures of Thinking – Harvard Graduate School of Education, online (Fall 2018) 
§ National School Reform, Critical Friends – Alpharetta, GA (June 2017) 

 
   PROFESSIONAL RECOGNITION 

§ STAR Teacher – Galloway School, Professional Association of Georgia Educators (2019-2020) 
§ 4D Learning Award, Mock Presidential Debate Project, Galloway School (June 2017) 
§ Coach of the Month, Atlanta Urban Debate League (February 2014 & November 2016) 
§ Carolyn & Ross Arnold Fund for Teachers Award for Instruction, Galloway School (June 2015) 

 
 

 


