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Today’s Objectives
By the end of class today you should be able to:

● Explain why eye contact is important and identify tricks to how to remember.
● Explain the meaning of different hand and foot gestures in public 

performance.
● Describe the difference in robotic and authentic emphasis in a speech.
● Identify the importance of speaking loudly and clearly on stage.
● Describe vocal build and how to do it.
● Identify, give examples of, and describe how to identify operative wording.



GETTIN’ 
PHYSICAL

Part 1



Eye Contact

● Why is it important?
● How do you do it?
● What can you say to your candidate to help them remember? (Tricks)



Hand & Feet Gestures

● What are some common gestures?
● What do these gestures mean?
● Which ones do you want to coach your 

candidates to use -- and for what 
purposes?

● How will you remember what to coach 
the candidate? (What do you need to 
make/produce for help?)



Robotic versus Sincerity 

● What is the difference between being robotic 
and being sincere in a public performance?

● How will you know which one you are hearing 
from the candidate?

● How will you coach the candidate to sound 
more sincere?



REVIEW: Today’s Objectives
Turn to a partner and answer the following questions aloud with each other:

1. Why is eye contact important?
2. How can a candidate remember to look at the whole audience?
3. What are 2 hand gestures you will teach your candidate? Why are those useful 

for a political speaker?
4. How can you tell the difference between a robotic and sincere speaker?



TALK TALK 
TALK TALK

Part 2



Loud & Clear

● Why is speaking loudly and clearly important?
● How will you get your candidate to practice this?



Vocal Build

● What is vocal build?
● When might your candidate 

want to use this technique?



Operative Wording

● What is operative wording and how is it 
done?

● What are some ways to easily know 
what emotion to associate with certain 
words or phrases that you can teach 
your candidate?

WORK WORK 

WORK WORK 

WORK WORK



REVIEW: Today’s Objectives
Turn to a partner and answer the following questions aloud with each other:

1. Why does the candidate need to speak loudly and clearly?
2. Give an example of a sentence that uses vocal build.
3. Why is repetition of words effective in persuasive speaking?
4. What are the 2 primary goals of the mock presidential debate project?
5. What do you need to do before our first coaching session to be ready to 

coach your candidate?


